NOTES ON THE APOSTLE PAUL 
Taught by Willis E. Bishop 


I. Birth and Early Youth 


1. The date of his birth 

-- the year of his birth is not stated anywhere 
-- two incidental references are of some help 

(1) Philemon vs. 9 - Paul the aged - (p_resbut.es) 

Arndt & Gingrich lexicon, approx. 50-56 years old 
Philemon written around 60-61 A.D. 
therefore, born 5-10 A.D.? 

(2) Acts 7:58 - "A young man called Saul" 

NEANIAS = about 24th to 40th year (Arndt & 

Gingrich) 

Acts 8:3 - old enough to have authority 

24-32-40? 

Acts 7:58 - approx. 36 A.D. 

therefore . born about 4. A. D. ? 


Conclusion - only approx. 

Jesus born cir. 4 B.C. 

Paul born cir. 4-10 A.D. - 8-10 years younger than Jesus 


Question : Did Paul have any personal contact with Jesus? 

Chronogical1y this was possible 
Christ 4 B.C.-33 A.D. 

Paul 10 A.D.-67 A.D. (II Tim.) 


But this meeting not likely 

Paul himself never mentions having met Jesus 

Gal. 3:1 does not refer to Paul's eye witness description 
II Cor. 5:16 does not refer to Paul's meeting 

with Jesus on earth 


Not likely that Paul ever saw Jesus either before or at the time 
of His crucifixion 


Problem verses : 

I Cor. 9:1 - "Have I not seen Jesus Christ, our Lord?" 

I Cor. 15:8 - "last of all He was seen by me also" 

2. The place of his birth 

Acts 21:39 - "I am a man, a Jew of Tarsus in Cilicia" 
(cf. Acts 22:3) 

(A) Locate province of Cilicia on map 

Pompey - cir. 67 A.D. made it a Roman province 
It was administered during Paul's lifetime as 
as a united province with Syria 
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(B) Locate Tarsus on map 

- on the river Cydnus, 10 miles from its mouth 

- mentioned by Hittites cir. 2000 B.C. 

- later settled by Greeks - Assyrians (Shalmaneser III 

and Senacherib) - then Persians - again by Greeks 
under Alexander the Great - finally fell to the 
Romans, who made it the capital of the province 

- in 41 B.C. a celebrated first(?) meeting between 

Mark Anthony and Cleopatra when she was rowed up 
the Cydnus 

- it was a city of trade and luxury 

-- the harbor of the Cydnus river 
-- Caravan routes 

-- many races of people and many languages 

- it was a city of culture 

-- in certain aspects surpassed Athens 
-- her scholars were found in many 
parts of the world 

- it was a city of religion 

-- the many peoples brought many 
religious elements 

No wonder in Acts 21:39 Paul says he was "a citizen of no mean city," 
i.e., obscure and unimportant! 


3. His family 

(A) Philippians 3:5 - (1) a Hebrew of Hebrews 

EK = out of = born of 

cf. stock = race of Israel - not a proselyte 

(2) tribe of Benjamin 
north of Judah 

Jerusalem a part of it but actually became a "territory" 
between Judah and Benjamin. 

(B) Acts 23:16 - Paul's sister's son, living in Jerusalem 

sisterly affection - care of nephew 

(C) A wife? - was Paul married? 

(1) Other Christian leaders were accompanied by their 
wives on their missionary journeys 
e.g., Mark 1:30 - Peter was married - 

"his wife's mother" 

I Cor. 9:5 - Peter and other apostles 

took their wives along on 
their travels 
(apparently Corinthians 
knew about Peter) 

Paul claims same right to be married 
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(2) "It is reasonably clear that Paul was not married 

during his apostolic career." (Bruce p. 269) 

-- dismiss the romantic fancy that he 

married Lydia, the tradeswoman of Philippi 
(Acts 16:14-15) (Lydia not yokefellow of 

Phil. 4:3) 

(3) Had Paul ever been married? 

18 was the appropriate age to marry - 
(Judah ben Tema - a rabbi of the 
2nd century) 

- we don't know if he ever married 

- was he a widower? possibly 

- better Phil. 3:8 - "I have suffered the loss 

of all things" 

cf. his sympathetic understanding in I Cor. 7:15 - 
unsaved partner walks out on saved one 
-- Paul now remained free to more fully 
carry out his commission! 

4. His names 


Acts 13:9 - "Saul ... called Paul 

not unusual to have two names 
or three, e.g., Gaius Julius Caesar; 
Barnabas called Joseph (Acts 4:36); 
Peter and Cephas 


- various suggestions have been made in re to them 
e.g., Saul - from Hebrew - sh'al "io ask " 

Paul - meaning "little" ? (cf. Young's Concord.) 


or Saul - named after first king of Israel - 

from the tribe of Benjamin 


Paul - a Gentile name, chosen because it rhymed 

with "Saul" 


Note : The practice of two names in a society such as Gentile 

Tarsus was common and he no doubt was given both names 
at birth. (not "Paul" at time of conversion) 


Paul, in his epistles, always used this name -- apparently 
in his special office as " Apostle is ihs Gentiles " 


Acts 9:15 
Acts 22:21 - 
Gal. 1:16 - 

Gal. 2:7 

I Tim. 2:7 - 
II Tim. 1:li¬ 


the Lord to Ananias 
the Lord to Paul in the temple 
"preach [Christ] among the Gentiles" 
"the gospel of the uncircumcision 
was committed unto me" 

"a teacher of the Gentiles" 

"a teacher of the Gentiles" 
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5. His personal appearance 

II Cor. 10:10 - his epistles are weighty and powerful, 

but his bodily presence is weak and his speech to 
be treated lightly (i.e., with scorn) 

I Cor. 2:3,4 - "And I was with you in weakness and in 

fear and in much trembling. And my 
speech and my preaching were not with 
persuasive words of man's wisdom, but 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power ..." 

In the apocryphal "Acts of Paul and Theda" is this 
description: 

"And he saw Paul coming, a man little of stature, 
thin haired upon the head, crooked in the legs, of 
good state of body, with eyebrows joining, and nose 
somewhat hooked, full of grace: for sometimes he 
appeared like a man, and sometimes he had the face of 
an angel." 

6. His Roman citizenship 

- the history of Jewish dispersion can be traced back 

beginning of 6th century B.C. with Assyrian and 
Babylonian captivities 

- Jewish writer Cyrus Gordon believes it goes back 

to time of Solomon (cir. 1000 B.C.) and his navies 

- by the time of Christ it is estimated there were 

between 40,000 and 60,000 Jews in Rome (about as 
many as in Jerusalem itself!) with 6 Jewish 
catacombs and 11 synagogues 

- Luke, in Acts 2:5-11 indicates the extent of Jewish 

dispersion in the Apostolic Age 

Vs. 5 - Jews "from every nation under heaven" 
(had come according to Deut. 16:16 
for Passover and Pentecost) 

Josephus - 256,500 passover lambs in 65 A.D. 

X 10 to 20 persons per lamb 
verses 9-10-11 - go over these territories 

Several presumptions: Acts 22:28 (vss. 24-29) 

1. Paul's father must have been a Roman citizen; i.e., 
for Paul to be born a citizen. 

-- perhaps even his grandfather (a tradition he 
emigrated from Gischala, a place in 
Galilee) -- even great-grandfather 
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(large number of Jews became 
citizens of Tarsus as early 
as 171 B.C.) 

-- we do not know how this citizenship was obtained 

perhaps by rendering some outstanding 
service to the Roman cause 

it has been suggested: as a firm of tent 
makers useful to a fighting pro-consul 
(Paul was a tent maker) Acts 18:3 
Aquila and Priscilla 

P.S. - a reason for his having 2 or 3 names: Saul, Paul 

and a Roman identification name 
we do not know 


Benefits of this Citizenship 

1. Paul would have been among the elite citizens of Tarsus 

loss of all things 

2. it saved him from some problems 

e.g.. Acts 16:37 - in prison at Philippi 

Acts 22:28 - saved from exam by beating 

Jerusalem riot 

Acts 25:12,9 - saved from returning to 

Jerusalem 

"free" ride to Rome 

- right to a fair public trial 

- exemption from certain forms of punishment 

i.e., flogging 

- protection from a fast execution without 

a fair trial 

- beheading, not crucifixion, for death penalty 


II. His Early Training 

1. training in the home 

by age 3 training had begun 

- training in memory 

verses of Scripture - benedictions - 
wise sayings, etc. 

- training in Hebrew alphabet 

by age 5 the study of the Hebrew Bible was begun 

- began with Leviticus because it contains those 

ordinances which a Jew was supposed to know 

at age 6 he would be sent to elementary school 
which was attached to every synagogue 
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at age 10 he began to study the Mishnah 
at age 15 he must be ready for the Talmud 


Note : The father at home would train his son in a trade. Cf. the 

saying: "He who does not teach his sone a trade 

teaches him to steal." 

cf. Jesus - Mark 6:3 - "is not this the carpenter" 

TEKTWV - a worker in wood, stone or metal 
cf. Paul - Acts 18:3: "because [Paul] was of the same 

craft he abode with Acquila and Priscilla 
and worked; for by their occupation 
they were tent makers. 

- Tarsus was based on a fertile plain. Linen woven 
from the flax grown there was famous. 

Also a local material woven from goat's hair 
was called "Cilicium. It made a material 
designed to give protection from cold and wet. 

(See ref. page 5 to this in relation 
to Roman citizenship.) 

2. His languages 

(a) Hebrew - taught to read the Scriptures 

(b) Aramaic - Acts 22:2 - the Hebrew dialect, i.e., 

Aramaic 

Acts 26:14 - the Lord spoke to him in 

Aramaic 

(on the Damascus road) 

(c) Greek - Acts 21:37 - he spoke to the chief captain 

in Greek 

(some of his O.T. quotations 
are from the Lxx) 

e.g., Rom 3:18 - "there is no fear of God before" 

(d) Latin? 

III. His Later Training 

Acts 22:3 - but having been brought up in this city 
"born in Tarsus" - yet or but " " " " " 

"this city" - Jerusalem (where he was now speaking 
"at the feet of Gamaliel" 

Acts 5:34 - "a teacher of the law" 

"honored by all the people" 
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- carried title of Rabban - a greater honor than the 

simple title Rabbi 

- he was the first to be honored with this title - 

and only 4 or 5 after him! 

Paul would have entered his school at some point in his teens. 
- but Acts 22:3 "brought up" seems to indicate that his 

earlier boyhood was spent under the wholesome influence 
in Jerusalem. 


IV. His Religious Training 

Acts 23:6 - I am a Pharisee ["separated one" - Lev. 19:12 - 
"Be ye holy as I am holy"] the son of a Pharisee. 

his father was a Pharisee 
Gamaliel was the leading Pharisee of his day 

- great care in observing the sabbath law 

- careful about food restrictions 

- scrupulous in their tithe 

- oral law had equal validity with the written law 

they said it originated with Moses on Mt. Sinai 

Acts 23:8 - contrast with the Sadducees 

no resurrection - no angels - no spirit (i.e., no demons) 

Josephus: Essenes - strict predestinarians 

Sadducees - all things happened in accordance 

with man's free will 

Pharisees - middle position which allowed for 

both predestination and 
man's free will 

Gamaliel was moderate in his attitude toward Christians 
* see Acts 5:38-39 

Paul did not share his teacher's view 

Acts 26:5 - after the strictest sect of religion 

I lived a Pharisee 

Gal. 1:13 - beyond measure I persecuted the 

Church of God 

Phil. 3:6 - concerning zeal, persecuting the Church 


Was Paul a member of the Sanhedrin? 

Sanhedrin - the internal affairs of the Jews in Judea 

were administered by the high priest together 
with a council of 70 elders 

Nicodemus Joseph of Aramathea 

Acts 26:10 lit: I cast a vote (against them). 
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(s) On the basis of this some s&y 


1 

2 


Paul was a jf gtinq member of the Sanhedran 
to be a member of the Sanhedrin it was necessary 
to have a wife: Paul had been married * 

it is evident that Paul was a widower 

C is‘aIo2 * the .^married and widows - it 

xs good for them if they abide as I" 

- or Phil. 3:8 "loss of all things^ 


(b) Others say 
1 . 


II lust. 


2 . 


IhT *, ?' 5ainst - this Phrase may be used 

t o^pro?! t h°f jj 0 9 *** 9 * 9 !! an d cannot be said 
to that Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin! 

lit. "gave my stone against" 

Y T°*a?~ Pre3 s an op i nion on a decision from Congress 
I agree and say, "I vote for that," i e congress * 
unofficial approval. * 7 

cf. Acts 8:1 - "Saul was sonsentina " 

to Stephen’s death 

If this is so, then the argument concerning 
his marriage is not valid either. 


easatian: What did Paul do after school "at the feet of Gamaliel"’ 

& £"££&,?“ this — - 

Here are some guesses: 

^•;;%i r , :L o, ?o-a. s .s.vr, r ?aS t i i ; ot 18 

aSS 2octo? of e the W ia5 C ° mmUnity ac tivity teaching as a 31 ** 33 
' =f ; 


******* 
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